THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF EASINGTON COLLIERY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY, 13 MAY 2025

Present: Councillors A. J. Cummings, L. Carr, A. Surtees, |. Foster.
D. Fraser, W. Smith, M. Vickers, S. Bishop.

Apologies were received on behalf of:
Councillors L. Clarkson, S. Fergus, S. W. Fergus, C. Smith.
ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED that Councillor L. Clarkson be elected Chair for the ensuing year. As Councillor
Clarkson was not in attendance it was agreed that her Declaration of Acceptance of Office be
signed at the next meeting.

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR
RESOLVED that Councillor D. Fraser be appointed Vice-Chair for the ensuing year.

Councillor D. Fraser then took the Chair from the outgoing Chair, Councillor |. Foster who
thanked Members for their support during his term of office.

COMMITTEES/PANELS

RESOLVED that the following Members be appointed to serve on the undermentioned
Committees.

Health & Safety Committee — Councillors M. Vickers, S. Bishop, D. Fraser

Finance and General Purposes Committee — Councillors L. Clarkson, D. Fraser, S. Fergus,
S. W. Fergus, M. Vickers, W. Smith, A Surtees

Staffing Committee — any six Members to be drawn from the Parish Council

Staffing Appeals Committee — remaining Members not serving on the Staffing Committee

REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED that the following Members be appointed to represent the Parish Council on the
Committees/Organisations shown.

Durham Association of Parish & Town Councils — Councillors C. Smith, W. Smith

Area Association of Parish & Town Councils — Councillors L. Clarkson, D. Fraser
Regeneration Committee — Councillors M. Vickers, C Smith, S. Bishop

Heritage Coast — Councillor C. Smith

Easington North Local Area Network — Councillor L. Carr

Easington Colliery AFC — Councillors S. Fergus, S. W. Fergus, |. Foster, A. Cummings
Cricket Club — Councillors S. W. Fergus, |. Foster, A. Cummings

Allotment Representative — Councillor |. Foster

Banner Committee — Councillor L. Clarkson

Easington Welfare Committee — Members RESOLVED to defer any appointment(s) to the
Welfare Committee and requested clarification be obtained in relation to the financial liability
of individuals appointed to the Committee, if they were classified as a Trustee. FURTHER
RESOLVED that the Clerk ask the Welfare for clarification in this regard.

DATE & TIME OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE EASINGTON COLLIERY PARISH
COUNCIL

RESOLVED that meetings of Easington Colliery Parish Council be held bi-monthly on the
third Tuesday of the month commencing at 6.00 pm with meetings held in July, September,
November, January, March.

Meeting dates to be subject to change with the consent of the Chairman.



THE MINTUES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 18 March 2025, a copy of which had been
circulated to each Member were confirmed.

Matters Arising

(i)

(i)

Welfare Park — Bollard

Members were advised that the Council’s Insurers, Zurich Municipal, had agreed the
Parish Council’s claim following vehicular impact damage to the bollard.

Accordingly, funds would be provided to replace the bollard.
RESOLVED that the information given be noted.
Investment Strategy — Update

New Members were advised of the intentions regarding an Investment Strategy, and it
was RESOLVED that this be advanced over the coming months.

Hopewood Academy Football Team

Members were advised that a suitable response had been issued to the School Football
Team about use of the field next to the Co-op, where the schools once stood.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

7. WELFARE PARK, CEMETERY, ALLOTMENT AND OPEN SPACE AREAS REPORT
The Report of the Operations Manager which covered work activity in respect of the above
areas for the period 18 March to 13 May 2025, a copy of which had been circulated to each
Member was considered.
The Operations Manager confirmed the football field renovation works were nearly complete,
with fertiliser still to be applied.
RESOLVED that the information given be noted.
8. PLANNING MATTERS
(i) Application DM/23/01126FPA — Proposed Change of Use from Former Public
House to 2 No Retail and 5 No Flats at the Former Welcome Inn, Seaside Lane
Members were advised of amended plans having been submitted in relation to this
longstanding planning application relative to the former Welcome Inn.
Members noted the amended plans, however, felt there were no further representations
necessary to Durham County Council and that those submitted at the end of 2023
remained the Parish Council’s concerns.
RESOLVED that the information given, be noted.
9. FINANCIAL MATTERS
(a) Paysheet
RESOLVED that payment in respect of the following accounts be endorsed:
Ref | Payment | Amount Description Accounts Amount (Ex | VAT Total Paid
Method Ledger VAT)
1 BACS ECPC Wages Admin £ 13,03217 | £ 0.00 | £ 13,032.17
Employees 20/3/25
2 BACS Prudential AVC Admin £ 2564 | £ 0.00 | £ 25.64
Contribution




3 BACS GMB Union Union Admin 82.08 0.00 82.08
Subscriptions
4 BACS JACS Payroll Admin | Admin 80.00 16.00 96.00
Accountancy Services
5 BACS DCC Pension Pension Fund | Admin 4,394.15 0.00 4,394.15
Fund Contributions
6 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin 4,534.60 0.00 4,534.60
7 Card Grab & Deliver | Spoil Removal | Cemetery 260.00 52.00 312.00
8 Direct OneCom Telephone/ Welf/Admin 138.95 27.79 166.74
Debit Broadband
9 BACS JACS P60’s and Admin 115.82 23.16 138.98
Accountancy Yearly
Pension
Report
10 | Card Workwear Annual Work Admin 1,067.70 195.10 1,262.80
Express Clothing Issue
11 Direct Coop Bank Auto sweep Admin 30.00 0.00 30.00
Debit fee04/04/25
12 | Card Southside Fuel 04 April Welfare 68.58 13.72 82.30
Service Station | 25
13 | Direct Smartest Electric Welfare 1,404.76 70.24 1,475.00
Debit Energy Football
Changing
Rooms
14 | Direct EE Ltd Bollard SIM Welfare 15.74 3.15 18.89
Debit card charges
15 | Direct Clear Business | Electricity Welf/Cem 56.89 2.84 59.73
Debit Welfare &
Cemetery
16 | Direct Corona Energy | Electricity Parish Hall 56.76 2.83 59.59
Debit Parish Hall
17 | BACS YU Energy Electric Welfare 138.30 5.87 144.17
Welfare Park
Bungalow
18 | BACS CDALC CDALC Admin 756.45 0.00 756.45
Subscription
Renewal
19 | BACS ICCM 25/26 Admin 105.00 0.00 105.00
Membership
Renewal
20 | BACS Durham Miners | V4 page advert | S137 200.00 0.00 200.00
Gala Brochure
21 BACS Agrovista Fertiliser/ Welfare 285.50 57.10 342.60
Weedkiler
22 | BACS Rialtas Alpha Admin 294.00 58.80 352.80
Business Software
Solutions Annual
Support and
Maintenance
Licence
23 | BACS Microshade Ltd | Monthly Admin 33.23 6.65 38.88
Software
Hosting Fee
24 | Direct Everflow Water | Water Wel/Cem/Allot 518.28 0.00 518.28
Debit Consumption
— Various
Sites
25 | BACS Normans of Consumable Welf/Cem 145.91 29.18 175.09
Billingham Ltd Goods
26 | BACS Durham County | Play Area Open Spaces 2,074.82 414.96 2,489.78
Council Repairs
27 | BACS Durham County | Material Costs | Open Spaces 385.20 77.04 462.67

Council

for Play Area




Buffalo Board
Discs

28 | BACS The Columbia Barbican Admin £ 199.00 | £ 3980 | £ 238.80
Company Tablet
29 | BACS GNG Waste Skip Hire Welfare £ 290.00 | £ 58.00 | £ 348.00
Management Welfare Park
Ltd
30 | BACS Normans of Office Admin £ 2197 | £ 439 | £ 26.36
Billingham Ltd Stationery
31 BACS CS North East Chipper strip Cemetery £ 40295 | £ 8059 | £ 483.54
Ltd down and
service
32 | Direct Smartest Gas Parish Parish Hall £ 143.84 | £ 719 | £ 151.03
Debit Energy Hall 1-31
March 25
33 | BACS ECPC Wages 18 Admin £ 12,820.25 | £ 0.00 | £ 12,820.25
Employees April 2025
34 | BACS Prudential AVC Admin £ 2564 | £ 0.00 | £ 25.64
Assurance Contribution
35 | BACS GMB Union Union Admin £ 82.08 | £ 0.00 | £ 82.08
Subscriptions
36 | BACS JACS Payroll Admin | Admin £ 100.00 | £ 20.00 | £ 120.00
Accountancy Services wk 1-
4
37 | BACS DCC Pension Pension Fund | Admin £ 436718 | £ 0.00 | £ 4,367.18
Fund Contribtuions
38 | BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £ 515015 | £ 0.00 | £ 5,150.15
39 | BACS Nixon Hire Hire of Ride on | Welfare £ 29400 | £ 58.80 | £ 252.80
Roller
40 | BACS Aitken Fertiliser Welfare £ 680.36 | £ 136.07 | £ 816.43
Sportsturf Ltd Spreader
41 BACS Npower Street Lighting | Open Spaces | £ 60348 | £ 3017 | £ 633.65
24/25
42 | BACS Npower Street Lighting | Open Spaces | £ 1.69262 |£ 8463 £ 1,777.25
24/25
43 | BACS Aitkens Roundup Welf/Cem £ 138.00 | £ 2760 | £ 165.60
Sportsturf Ltd Weedkiller
44 | Direct YU Energy Electricity — Welfare £ 103.28 | £ 517 | £ 108.45
Debit Bollard Feb-
March 25
45 | Direct OneCom Telephone/ Welf/Admin £ 146.57 | £ 2931 | £ 175.88
Debit Broadband
46 | BACS CS North East Servicing/ Welf/Cem £ 300.24 | £ 60.05| £ 360.29
Ltd Parts
47 | BACS CS North East | Servicing Welf/Cem £ 34129 | £ 68.26 | £ 409.55
Ltd Kubota/New
Blades
48 | BACS CDALC Good Admin £ 60.00 | £ 0.00 | £ 60.00
Councillor
Guides
49 | Direct YU Energy Electricity — Welfare £ 156.47 | £ 782 | £ 164.29
Debit Welfare
Bungalow (15t
DD)
50 | Card Southside Fuel — 8 May Cemetery £ 66.32 | £ 1327 | £ 79.59
Service Station | 2025
51 Direct Smartest Electricity - Welfare £ 140476 | £ 7024 |£ 1,475.00
Debit Energy Changing
Rooms
52 | Direct YU Energy Electricity — Welfare £ 98.19 | £ 491 | £ 103.10
Debit Welfare

Bollard




53 | Direct YU Energy Electricity — Welfare £ 96.45 | £ 482 | £ 101.27
Debit Welfare
Bungalow
54 | Direct EE Ltd Bollard Sim Welfare £ 15.74 | £ 315 | £ 18.89
Debit Card Charges
55 | BACS DCK Year End Admin £ 35750 | £ 7150 | £ 429.00
Accounting Close Down
Accounts
24/25
56 | Cash Easington VE Day Buffet | Chairs Alc £ 50.00 | £ 0.00 | £ 50.00
Social Welfare (P.Cash)
Centre
57 | BACS Normans of Printer Admin £ 13348 | £ 26.70 | £ 160.18
Billingham Ltd Cartridges
58 | BACS MKM BS Bulk Bag Top | Welf/Cem £ 462.72 | £ 9254 | £ 555.26
(Peterlee) Ltd Soil
59 | BACS GNG Waste Skip Hire Welfare £ 290.00 | £ 58.00 | £ 348.00
Management (Order 8349)
Ltd
60 | BACS Paul Russell Internal Audit Admin £ 295.00 | £ 0.00 | £ 295.00
Fee 24/25
May-25 £ 61,690.06 | £2,119.41 | £ 63,809.47

2024/25 Financial Outturn

Members were advised that at the end of March 2025 the Parish Council’s bank
account balance stood at £531,000. This posiiton was slightly better than had been
anticipated at the end of December.

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted.
Request for Financial Assistance
(i) VE Day

The out-going Chair advised that since the March meeting he had provided
funding to provide a buffet for VE Day celebrations. The buffet contribution
had been £50.00 and payment was taken from the Chairs account.

Members were also advised that a letter of thanks had been received from the
Secretary to the Easington Social Welfare Committee for the donation made.

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted and the action taken
endorsed.

Internal Auditors Report 2024/25

Members were provided with a copy of Internal Audit Report for the year 2024/25 which
had been undertaken by Parish and Town Auditing Services. As part of the Audit a
review of Financial and Governance Controls in place at the Council had been
undertaken.

The scope of the work was limited to completing the Audit Testing and Enquiries
deemed necessary to complete Section 4 of the Annual Report for Local Councils in
England. The Clerk presented the report in full to Members which confirmed that
across all areas the Parish Council were in full compliance having met the necessary
control objectives and no issues were raised that required attention by the Parish
Council.

RESOLVED that the Report be received.




10.

11.

AGAR 2024/25 - Section 1

The Clerk provided Members with a copy of the completed AGAR Section 1 Annual
Governance Statement 2024/25 for consideration. The Statement was an
acknowledgement by the Parish Council of its responsibility for ensuring there was a
sound system of internal control including arrangements for preparation of the
accounting statements.

Accordingly, to the best of the Parish Council's knowledge and belief, it was
RESOLVED that the Annual Governnance Statement for the year ended 31 March
2025 as represented in Section 1 of the AGAR be approved.

AGAR Section 2 — Accounting Statements for 2024/25

Following the completion of the year end accounts Members considered the
Accounting Statement as presented by the Clerk. Having considered the Statement
Members RESOLVED to approve this for submission to the External Auditor.

Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Public Rights of Inspection —
Accounts for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

Having approved Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR the Council formally RESOLVED that
the Clerk determine an appropriate date to publicise the Exercise of the Public Rights
of Inspection. Once the announcement was made the public would have, from the
following day, 30 working days for inspection of the accounts.

Appointment of Internal Auditor 2025/26
RESOLVED that Paul Russell, Internal Auditor from Parish & Town Auditing Services

be re-appointed as the Parish Council’s Internal Auditors for the year 2025/26 at a cost
of £295.00 (representing the same fee as the current year).

ALLOTMENT MATTERS

Members were advised that whilst there had been no allotment applications since the last
meeting there had been a number of problems as a result of goats breaking through fences on
one of the Council’s sites. This matter was being investigated by the Council’s allotment
representative.

RESOLVED that this be noted and a further report be awaited.

CORRESPONDENCE

(@)

Thanks to the Parish Council

Members were provided with a thank you card from former Councillor Yvette O’'Donnell
who had recently retired having served from than 30 years on the Parish Council.
Yvette thanked the Parish Council for the lovely flowers that had been provided as a
leaving gift.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

Memorial Garden Play Area — Labour and Parts Quotation

Members were provided with a quote from Durham County Council to repair the
Memorial Garden Play Area (for those items having been identified in the ROSPA
Report).

RESOLVED that the quote in the sum of £872.11 gross be approved.



12.

Quotation — Cricket Club, Easington — DAS Roofing

Members were provided with quotations from DAS Roofing to repair the roof/rainwater
goods at the Cricket Club.

RESOLVED that the quotations be approved.

Motorbike Prohibitor — Welfare Park

Members were provided with a quotation from Premier Iron Craft for the manufacture
and installation of a motorbike prohibitor gate, for the top gate at the Welfare Park.

Members having considered the quotation opted for Option 1 at a cost of £450.00.

RESOLVED that the necessary order be placed.

COMPLAINTS/REPORTS/OTHER MATTERS

(@)

Parish Council Members

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

(v)

Former Easington District Council Offices Car Park

A Member expressed concern at the condition of the former car park area and
enquired whose responsibility this land was. It was suggested that this may be
Believe Housing. The Clerk was instructed to make enquiries.

RESOLVED that the Clerk enquire of Believe Housing whether this was their
land responsibility.

Former Sub-station adjacent to Cemetery

A Member enquired as to the ownership of this land. Clarity was provided for
information purposes.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

Beach Bank - Railings

A Member referenced the condition of railings next to the beach banks and
enquired of responsibility. Confirmation was required as to the exact positioning
to determine ownership so any representations could be made.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

Local Police PACT Meeting

A report was provided on the recent PACT Meeting which had been well
attended. Members were advised, inter alia, that speeding vehicles had again
been raised along with other areas such as the condition of the former Vic Pub
and a fire at the Nature Reserve.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

Bollard

A Member enquired whether as part of any new CCTV whether arrangements
could be made for a camera to be installed showing the entrance bollard so
any offences could be better addressed.

The Clerk advised that subject to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s
response further consideration could be given to this including the position of

cameras.

RESOLVED that this be noted.



13.

14.

(b)

(vi)

Clerk

(ii)

(iif)

Parking Problems — The Coppice

The ongoing problem of parking at this location was again discussed. Whilst
the Parish Council were limited in terms of action it could take it was agreed to
keep this under review and apply as much pressure on relevant authorities as
possible.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

Parish Council Website

Members were advised that the Parish Council’'s website was now live. Details
of the website address were provided for Members information. Email
addresses were available for any Parish Council Member wishing to
communicate via this method. Those that chose to do so would be subject to
the Council’s Social Media and Electronic Communications Policy.

RESOLVED that this be noted.
Annual Policy Review

Members considered the Clerk’s Report and noted at this time no amendments
were required to the policies the Parish Council currently operated under.

RESOLVED that this be endorsed.
Bat Survey — Cemetery House

The Clerk provided Members with quotations for the undertaking of Bat Surveys
for the former Cemetery Superintendent's House. The Survey was a
requirement of the demolition planning application. Members having
considered the three Reports received from Tyne Ecology, Dendra and A1
Ecology RESOLVED to accept the lowest price tender in the sum of £2,196.00
including VAT from A1 Ecology. This cost covered three surveys/reports.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of
business on the grounds personal/confidential information would be disclosed.

SICKNESS ABSENCE REPORT

Members were provided with the Sickness Absence Report/Statistics for the previous month
for information purposes.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD

CHAIRMAN ...



