
 

THE MINUTES OF THE EASINGTON COLLIERY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 18 MARCH 2025 
 

   
Present:  Councillor I. Foster (Chair) 

Councillors L. Clarkson, A. J. Cummings, L. Carr,  
Y. O’Donnell, S. Fergus, D. Fraser, S. Bishop, C. Smith. 
 

 
  Apologies were received on behalf of: 
 
   Councillors S. W. Fergus, M. Vickers. 
 
1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
Members were advised no questions had been submitted for consideration by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 

2. POLICE MATTERS 
 
The Crime Statistics and Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents Report for the period 17 February to 
17 March, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member, was considered.  The Report 
identified there had been 13 incidents of criminal damage, 4 of anti-social behaviour, 2 of 
vehicle crime, 1 burglary, and various thefts predominantly from the Co-op Store. 
 
RESOLVED that the information given be noted. 
 

3. THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 21 January 2025, a copy of which had been 
circulated to each Member, were confirmed. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
(i) Welfare Park – Bollard 

 
Members reported being in receipt of a number of complaints about indiscriminate 
parking along Memorial Avenue which had occurred as a result of the bollard being 
removed following a vehicle impact incident. Whilst an insurance claim had been 
submitted Members deliberated whether to replace the bollard, ahead of any decision 
to settle the Parish Council’s claim, to prevent further parking problems.   
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to purchase a new bollard and traffic light 
system in an attempt to minimise any problems at this location. Accepting there would 
likely be a significant order lead in period. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk request Durham County Council to consider 
double yellow lines outside of the Welfare Park up to Brockwell Manor in an attempt to 
help the parking congestion at this location and also to write to all football teams 
requesting that they advise people to park outside of the park. 

 
(ii) North of England Brass Band Championships 

 
Members were advised that thanks had ben expressed to the Parish Council for the 
financial donation of £50.00 given towards covering the cost of hosting the above event.   
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 

4. WELFARE PARK, CEMETERY, ALLOTMENT AND OPEN SPACE AREAS REPORT  
 

The Work Activity Report in respect of the above areas for the period 22 January to 18 March 
2025, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member was considered.  
 
RESOLVED that the information given be noted and the action taken endorsed. 



 

 
It was also reported that various footpath improvement works had been completed in and 
around the park by grounds staff. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that this information be also noted. 
 

5. ALLOTMENT MATTERS 
 
Members were advised that two applications for allotments had been received since the last 
meeting.  The applications were as follows: 
 
 S&T K of 4 NS for 57 Holmehill Allotment 
 JP of 39 WA for Holmehill Allotment No 44 
 
RESOLVED that both applications be approved. 
 

6. PLANNING AND LICENSING MATTERS 
 

Members were advised that Durham County Council had given notice of one planning 
application they had received relative to the Parish area, since the last meeting.  The application 
ref: DM/25/00379/PPO related to tree works at land to the south of 5 Horden Grange, Easington 
Colliery. 

 
RESOLVED that the information given be noted and no comment or objection be offered. 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

(a) Paysheet 
 
 RESOLVED that payment in respect of the following accounts be endorsed: 
 

Ref Payment 
Method 

Amount Description Accounts 
Ledger 

Amount (Ex 
VAT) 

VAT Total Paid 

322 BACS Prudential AVC 
Contribution 

Admin £            25.64 £         0.00 £           25.64 

323 BACS GMB Union Subscription 
Fees 

Admin £           68.40 £       0.00 £          68.40 

324 BACS JACS 
Accountancy 
Ltd 

Payroll 
Services 

Admin £            80.00 £      16.00 £           96.00 

325 BACS ECPC 
Employees 

Wages 
23/01/25 

Admin £    12,244.96 £         0.00 £    12.244.96 

326 BACS DCC Pension 
Fund 

Pension Fund 
Contributions 

Admin £      4,118.60 £        0.00 £      4,118.60 

327 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £      4,336.95 £        0.00 £      4,336.95 

328 Card Machine Mart Blades and 
Cutting Discs 

Welfare £           32.63 £        6.53 £           39.16 

329 Card Toolstation Bow Saws Welfare £           11.62 £        2 .32 £           13.94 

330 Card Screwfix Long Bow 
Saws 

Welfare £           36.11 £       7.22 £           43.33 

331 BACS Microshade Ltd Software 
Hosting Fee 

Admin £           33.23 £       6.65 £           39.88 

332 BACS North of 
England Brass 
Band Ch 

Grant 
Assistance 

S137 £            50.00 £        0.00 £             50.00 

333 Card Grab & Deliver 
Ltd 

Spoil Removal Cemetery £        260.00 £       52.00 £          312.00 

334 Card MKM BS 
Peterlee 

Safety Helmet Welfare £           24.04 £        0.00 £          24.04 

335 Card Machine Mart Recip Saw & 2 
x 18v Batteries 

Welfare £         365.83 £       73.17 £         439.00 

336 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Electric 
Football 

Welfare £       1,404.76 £      70.24 £       1,475.00 



 

Changing 
Rooms 

337 Direct 
Debit 

EE Ltd Sim Card 
Charges 
Bollard 

Welfare £           14.80 £       2.96 £           17.76 

338 Direct 
Debit 

Clear Business Electricity 
Bollard 

Welfare £           104.34 £       5.22 £         109.56 

339 Direct 
Debit 

Clear Business Electricity 
Welfare and 
Cemetery 

Welf/Cem £           146.17 £        7.31 £         153.48 

340 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Gas Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £         204.19 £       10.21 £         214.40 

341 Direct 
Debit 

Everflow Water Water – All 
Sites 

Wel/Cem/Allot £         456.98 £        0.00 £         456.98 

342 BACS JACS 
Accountancy 
Ltd 

Payroll 
Services 

Admin £           80.00 £       16.00 £           96.00 

343 BACS Prudential AVC 
Contribution 

Admin £           25.64 £        0.00 £           25.64 

344 BACS GMB Union Subscription 
Fees 

Admin £           68.40 £        0.00 £           68.40 

345 BACS ECPC 
Employees 

Wages 
20/02/25 

Admin £    12,820.14 £        0.00 £    12,820.14 

346 BACS DCC Pension 
Fund 

Pension Fund 
Contributions 

Admin £      4,367.18 £        0.00 £      4,367.18 

347 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £      4,648.98 £        0.00 £      4,648.98 

348 Direct 
Debit 

OneCom Ltd Telephone/ 
Broadband 

Welf/Cem £          73.06 £      14.61 £          87.67 

349 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Van 
Replacement 
Battery/Repair 

Welf/Cem £         120.55 £      24.11 £          144.66 

350 BACS Fleet Ltd Pitchmarker 
101 

Welfare £          290.79 £      58.00 £          348.00 

351 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Play Area 
Inspections 

Open Spaces £         667.20 £    133.44 £         800.64 

352 BACS GNG Waste 
Management 
Ltd 

Skip Hire Cemetery £          290.00 £      58.00 £          348.00 

353 BACS Microshade Ltd Software 
Hosting Fee 

Admin £          33.23 £        6.65 £            39.88 

354 BACS Aitkens 
Sportsturf Ltd 

Fertiliser/soil 
conditioner 

Welfare £      1,286.75 £    257.35 £       1,544.10 

355 BACS GNG Waste 
Management 
Ltd 

Skip Hire Welfare £          290.00 £       58.00 £           348.00 

356 BACS CS North East 
LTD 

Allet Mower 
Repair 

Welfare £           20.00 £        4.00 £            24.00 

357 BACS Normans of 
Billingham Ltd 

Office 
Supplies/ 
Consumables 

Par. 
Hall/Admin 

£           143.96 £       28.79 £          172.75 

358 BACS Church 
Commissioners 

Allotments 
Ground Rent 

Allotments £           735.00 £         0.00 £          735.00 

359 BACS Parish Online GOV.UK 
domain 
purchase 

Admin £           355.00 £       71.00 £          426.00 

360 Card AVG Internet 
Security 

Tune Up Admin £            58.35 £       11.64 £            69.99 

361 Card Southside 
Service Station 

Fuel 5 March 
25 

Cemetery £            64.43 £       12.89 £           77.32 

362 Card Turfix 
(Ptichmark) 

Spray 
head/nozzle 
pack 

Welfare £            60.96 £       12.20 £           73.16 



 

363 Direct 
Debit 

Clear Business Electric Bollard Welfare £         109.11 £        5.46 £          114.57 

364 Card AVG Internet 
Security 

Security 
Renewal 

Admin £           70.82 £      14.17 £           84.99 

365 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Electric 
Football 
Changing 
Rooms 
10/03/25 

Welfare £       1,404.76 £      70.24 £       1.475.00 

366 Direct 
Debit 

EE LTD Sim Card 
Charges 
Bollard 
10/03/25 

Welfare £           14.80 £        2.96 £           17.76 

367 Direct 
Debit 

Clear Business Electric 
Welfare and 
Cemetery 

Welf/Cem £         137.67 £        6.88 £          144.55 

367 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Gas Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £         214.56 £       10.73 £         225.29 

368 Direct 
Debit  

Corona Energy Electric Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £            57.89 £        2.90 £           60.79 

369 Direct 
Debit 

Everflow Water Water – All 
Sites 

Welf/Cem/Allot £          515.82 £        0.00 £         515.82 

370 Card Turfix 
(Pitchmark) 

12v Battery Welfare £           59.98 £       12.00 £            71.98 

371 BACS CS North East 
Ltd 

Machine 
Servicing x 6 

Welf/Cem £         434.22 £      86.84 £         521.06 

372 BACS Microshade Ltd Software 
Hosting Fee 

Admin £           33.23 £        6.65 £          39.88 

    Mar-25 £    53,571.73 £1,245.50 £    54,817.23 

(b) Request for Financial Assistance 

(i) Durham Miners Gala Brochure 

Members were advised that the brochure organiser had enquired whether the 
Parish Council would wish to place an advert in the 139th Durham Miners Gala 
Brochure for the event to be held on 12 July 2025. 

RESOLVED that the Parish Council take a quarter page advert as per normal. 

(c) Bank Reconciliations 

Members were provided with bank reconciliation statements for the period 31 
January and 28 February 2025.  The balances stood at £585,327.54 and 
£561,027.55 respectively, 

RESOLVED that this be noted. 

(d) Investment Strategy - Update 

Members were advised that it had been the intention to advise which banks the Parish 
Council might invest with at this meeting.  However, due to the impending Local Council 
Elections it was highly probable bank mandates would have to be changed if 
investments were proposed and, therefore it was agreed to defer consideration until a 
new Council was in place. 

RESOLVED that this be endorsed. 

 

 

 



 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Hetton Lyons Cricket Club 

Members were advised that a request had been received from Hetton Lyons Juniors to 
play a selection of matches at the Easington Cricket Ground.   

Grounds staff had been consulted on the request and the consensus was that the 
current level of cricket activity was at an optimum level. 

RESOLVED that the applicant be advised that the Parish Council could not agree to 
the request on this occasion. 

 (b) Concerns regarding Council Tax distribution and local amenities 

Members were provided with correspondence that had been received from Sarah Scott 
expressing concern about Council Tax distribution levels and levels of local amenity 
service. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to prepare an appropriate response. 

 (c) Durham County Council Contract Renewals 

Members were advised that the trade waste, grass cutting contract renewal forms had 
been received from the County Council.  The costings had been subject to review by 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee previously and the consensus was 
these represented value for money 

Accordingly, it was RESOLVED that the various contracts be renewed, subject to any 
queries from the Clerk being satisfactorily resolved. 

(e) Hopewood Academy Football Team – Enquiry about Former School Site 

Members were informed that the Council had received correspondence from Grahame 
Morris MP which advised of a request from Hopewood Academy Football Team who 
were enquiring if it would be possible to use the field upon which the former schools 
once stood for football purposes. 

Whilst the land was in the ownership of Durham County Council it was felt appropriate 
to send a letter to the school children advising of the current intentions for this area and 
to wish them well in their search for appropriate facilities. 

(f) Durham County Council – Notice of Election 

Members were advised that correspondence had been received from Durham County 
Council requesting the Parish Council advertise the forthcoming election of 1 May 
2025.  Notices would therefore be posted around the Parish after 4.00 pm on the 29 
March. 

RESOLVED that this be noted. 

9. COMPLAINTS/REPORTS/OTHER MATTERS 
 

(a)  Parish Council Members 
 

(i) Uneven Cemetery Path 
 

A Member reported that concerns had been raised about the uneven path at 
the Cemetery.  The Operations Manager reported that this was as a result of 
tree roots, but it was not considered that this represented such a hazard that 
remedial attention needed to be given, 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 



 

 
(ii) Welfare Park – Youths setting fire to bank side 

 
A Member raised this as a concern.  Whilst this had been reported and action 
taken it was explained this was difficult to combat although these problems 
would be kept under review.  This led to a conversation about youth provision 
in the Colliery. It was evident such provision existed and it was not considered 
a factor with the incidents experienced in the park. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(iii) Potholes, - Various Highways throughout the Parish 

 
Concern was voiced about the number of potholes that were in existence 
across the Parish area.  It was felt this was a concern generally and that the 
actions of the County Council did not always address the problems 
satisfactorily. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(b) Clerk 

 
(i) Parking along Memorial Avenue 

 
Members were advised that complaints had been received about the number 
of vehicles parking along Memorial Avenue as discussed earlier in the meeting.  
It was hoped that the acquisition of a new bollard system would significantly 
reduce this problem, however, the situation would be kept under review. 
  
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(ii) Date and Time of next Parish Council Meeting 

 
At the request of the Clerk the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council 
scheduled for 20 May 2025 was moved to 13 May 2025 and would be 
proceeded by the Annual Assembly of Electors meeting which would 
commence at 6.00 pm. 
 
RESOLVED that this be endorsed.  

. 
10. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of 

business on the grounds personal and/or confidential information would be disclosed.   
 
11. STAFFING MATTERS 
 

(a) Sickness 
 

Members were provided with a sickness statistics report for the previous month. 
  
RESOLVED that this information be noted. 
 

 
           CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD 

 
                                               CHAIRMAN ………………………………… 
 

Date ………………………………………. 


