
 

THE MINUTES OF THE EASINGTON COLLIERY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 15 JULY 2025 
 

   
Present:  Councillor L. Clarkson (Chair) 

Councillors A. J. Cummings, A .Surtees, S. Fergus, 
S.W. Fergus, D. Fraser W. Smith, M. Vickers, S. Bishop,  
C. Smith. 
 

  Also in attendance were Durham County Councillors H. Brown, L. Taylor, 
  L. Pender 
 
1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
The Chair invited the Durham County Council representatives to present any questions they 
had for the Parish Council.  The newly appointed County Councillors advised that whilst they 
had no questions to raise, they would like an opportunity to present a County Councillors 
Report for the Easington Division. 
 
With the Chair’s consent the following reports were provided. 
 
Councillor Louise Taylor provided an update on various highway matters. The report covered 
matters such as blocked gullies, requests for parking permits. Cllr Taylor also advised that the 
‘Welcome to Easington’ highway sign at Grants Houses was to be replaced. 
 
Councillor Taylor also confirmed that arrangements had been made, now that the travellers 
had been moved on, for boulders to be placed around the site to prevent future 
access/egress.  Councillor Taylor also referenced a number of applications to provide solar 
and battery storage sites across the County including Easington.  Whilst there was no 
concern regarding solar there was concern about battery storage and the risk of fire.  This 
was being further assessed by the Members and Durham County Council.   
 
Councillor Taylor then handed over to Councillor Howard Brown who was the Cabinet 
Member for Adult and Health Services.   
 
Councillor Brown commented on how the new administration was working with GP’s in East 
Durham and had identified a number of priorities which included frail older people, mental 
health, substance abuse, getting working age adults healthy enough to work. 
 
Funding bids had been put into the NHS and the Combined Authority in the hope that extra 
funding could be provided. 
 
Councillor Brown further commented on other priority areas, which included the 
‘Breakthrough’ Service, aimed at helping people who were hoarders.   
 
Councillor Brown indicated that there was no waiting list for assessments or care packages in 
East Durham.  He also commented that there was a £500m budget for the service area and 
they were focussing on delivering efficiencies so that demand could be managed. A particular 
area of focus was investing in care closer to home and using care homes only as a last resort. 
 
Councillor Brown went on to advise of other Cabinet discussions and commented that the 
current climate emergency was being re-categorised as care emergency with an appropriate 
transfer of budget.  He also commented on how the County Council was looking at how all 
residents could contribute to Council Tax. He concluded by commenting on proposals to 
introduce an Article 4 which was a legal measure that allowed local authorities to control the 
development and use of houses in multiple occupation. 
 
Following the respective reports a Q&A Session was held following which the Chair thanked 
the County Councillors for attending the meeting and presenting their reports. 
 
 
RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 
 



 

2. POLICE MATTERS 
 
The Crime Statistics and Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents Report for the period 19 May to 12 
July, a copy of which had been circulated to each Member, was considered.  The Report 
identified there had been numerous thefts from the Co-op Store.  Multiple arrests had, however, 
been made by both the Neighbourhood Policing Team and Officers from the Response Team.  
There had also been a further theft from a property at Londonderry Terrace.  In the period there 
had been 18 incidents of criminal damage and 4 of anti-social behaviour.   
 
Members in noting the Report requested that the Clerk ask the Police if they could provide more 
detail in relation to the incidents than just the data and the street name where the incident 
occurred.   
 
The Report went on to advise that on the 25 June a magistrate warrant had been executed at 
the former Dreams Store on Seaside Lane.  Two persons had been arrested inside the building 
and a substantial cannabis grow found. 
 
In conclusion the Report referenced that the next PACT Meeting was to be held on the 16 July 
2025 at 6.00 pm and the next Cuppa with a Copper was to be held at the library on 14 August 
2025 at 2.00 pm. 
 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) the information given be noted. 
(ii) the Clerk seek a more detailed report from the Police. 
 

3. THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 13 May 2025 together with the notes of the 
Annual Assembly of Electors Meeting held on the same date, a copy of which had been 
circulated to each Member, were both confirmed/noted. 
 
Matters Arising (from AGM – 13 May 2025) 
 
(i) Representatives on Outside Bodies – Welfare Trustees 

 
At the previous meeting a question was raised as to whether the Parish Council 
representative serving as a Welfare Trustee would carry any personal liability.  The 
Welfare were requested to clarify the position.  Since the meeting the Welfare had 
provided the relevant assurances and documentation to confirm that necessary 
Director and Officer cover was in place to protect Trustees liability position.   
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that any other representatives serving on a charity or other 
body check their personal position on the respective committee. 
 

(ii) Allotments – Goat Issues 
 
A Member enquired whether there was any further update on the problems as a result 
of goats breaking through fences at one on the Council’s sites.  
 
As the allotment representative was not present the Clerk advised he was unable to 
provide any update.   
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(iii) Former District Council Offices Car Park 

 
Members were advised that the concerns raised regarding the condition of the former 
car park area had been followed up.  The land was the responsibility of Believe Housing 
who were now trying to address the situation. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 



 

(iv) CCTV Funding Enquiry 
 
The Clerk advised that nothing further had been received from the Crime and Police 
Commissioner, Joy Allen in this regard, however, further representations would be 
made. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 

(v) Cemetery House – Bat Survey 
 
Members were advised that two of the three bat surveys had now been completed.  No 
evidence of bats had been found on the initial two surveys, and the final survey was to 
take place at the end of July. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
 

4. HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
RESOLVED that a meeting of the Health & Safety Committee be held in the Parish Hall at 
10.00 am on the 25 July 2025. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE OPERATIONS MANAGER 

 
(i) Work Activity Report 
 

The Work Activity Report in respect of the Cemetery, Welfare Park, Allotment and Open 
Space areas for the period 18 May to 15 July 2025, a copy of which had been circulated 
to each Member was considered.  

 
RESOLVED that the information given be noted 

 
(ii) ROSPA Annual Inspection of Play Equipment 
 

Members were provided with a summary of the findings from the Play Areas Annual 
Inspection which had taken place in June 2025.  The Operations Manager was to look 
at individual items and carry out the necessary works, arrange repairs etc. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
6. ALLOTMENT APPLICATIONS 

 
Members were advised of two applications for allotments having been received since the last 
meeting.  The applications were as follows: 
 
 CL of 15SA for 41 & 42 Townfield Hill Allotments 
 RS of 15AS for Withering Hope Allotment No 12 
 
RESOLVED that both applications be approved subject to the application from RS of 15AS 
obtaining satisfactory references from residents in Easington Colliery as opposed to the Village 
 

7. PLANNING AND LICENSING MATTERS 
 

Members were advised that since the last meeting four planning applications had been 
submitted to the County Council relative to the Colliery Parish area.   
 
Three of the applications had been dealt with by the Chair and Vice-Chair under delegated 
authority in consultation with the Clerk.  These applications were as follows:- 
 
(i) DM/25/01456/FPA – Change of Use from now vacant former Funeral Directors to hot 

food takeaway and delivery (sui generis) with extraction system and external duct 
cowells to rear of property terminating above eaves level – Kevin Hepworth Funeral 
Directors, Seaside Lane. 



 

(ii) DM/25/01574/FPA – Proposed change of use from betting shop (sui generis) to 
chemist (e-class) including small upward extension to rear parapet and new shop front 
at 14b Seaside Lane. 

(iii) DM/25/10659/FPA – Proposed shop front, entrance doors, new roller shutter and 
replacement windows at 37 Seaside Lane. 

 
A fourth application had recently been received for consideration by the Council meeting.  This 
was DM/25/10284/FPA – Retention of material change of use to enclosed side/rear garden 
curtilage at 4 Horden Grange. 
 
RESOLVED that the applications dealt with under delegated authority be noted and no 
objection or comment be made in relation to the 4 Horden Grange application.  
 

8. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

(a) Paysheet 
 
 RESOLVED that payment in respect of the following accounts be endorsed: 
 

Ref Payment 
Method 

Amount Description Accounts 
Ledger 

Amount (Ex 
VAT) 

VAT Total Paid 

61 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Gas Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £          118.59 £         5.93 £         124.52 

62 Direct 
Debit 

Clear Business Electric 
Cemetery 
Office and 
Bowls Pavilion 

Welf/Cem £         437.98 £       2.56 £        517.90 

63 BACS ECPC 
Employees 

Wages 15 May 
2025 

Admin £    13,742.90 £        0.00 £    13,742.90 

64 BACS Prudential AVC 
Contribution 

Admin £           25.64 £         0.00 £          25.64 

65 BACS GMB Union Union 
Subscriptions 

Admin £          82.12 £        0.00 £          82.12 

66 BACS JACS 
Accountancy 
Ltd 

Payroll 
Services 

Admin £         100.00 £      20.00 £        120.00 

67 BACS DCC Pension 
Fund 

Pension Fund 
Contributions 

Admin £      3,675.87 £        0.00 £      3,675.87 

68 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £      4,519.61 £        0 .00 £      4,519.61 

69 Card ATM 
Withdrawal 

Petty Cash 16 
May 2025 

Petty Cash £         200.00 £       0.00 £         200.00 

70 Card Southside 
Service Station 

Fuel 16 May 
2025 

Welfare £           77.51 £      15.50 £           93.01 

71 Card PAR Petroleum Diesel 1300 
litres 

Welf/Cem £       1,398.54 £    279.71 £     1,678.25 

72 Direct 
Debit 

Corona Energy Electric Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £          51.62 £        2.58 £           54.20 

73 Card ATM 
Withdrawal 

Petty Cash 20 
May 2025 

Petty Cash £         200.00 £        0.00 £         200.00 

74 Card ATM 
Withdrawal 

Petty Cash 21 
May 2025 

Petty Cash £         200.00 £        0.00 £         200.00 

75 Card Horns Garden 
Centre 

Miracle Grow Welf/Cem £           33.29 £       6.66 £           39.95 

76 Direct 
Debit 

OneCom Ltd Telephone/ 
Broadband 16 
May 2025 

Welf/Parish 
Hall 

£          146.57 £      29.31 £         175.88 

77 Direct 
Debit 

Everflow Water Water 
Consumption 
May-June 

Cem/Welf/ 
Allots 

£       1,687.52 £       0.00 £     1,687.52 

78 Card Southside 
Service Station 

Fuel 5 June 
2025 

Cemetery £            65.83 £      13.17 £          79.00 

79 Card East Durham 
Garden Centre 

Miracle Grow Welf/Cem £           14.28 £        0.72 £          15.00 



 

80 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Electric 
Football 
Changing 
Rooms 

Welfare £       1,404.76 £      70.24 £       1,475.00 

81 Direct 
Debit 

Yu Energy Electric Bollard Welfare £           44.06 £        2.20 £           46.26 

82 Direct 
Debit 

Yu Energy Electric 
Cemetery 
Office 

Cemetery £           42.93 £        2.15 £           45.08 

83 Direct 
Debit 

EE Ltd Sim Card 
Charges 
Bollard 

Welfare £           15.74 £        3.15 £           18.89 

84 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Trade Waste 
Contract 
Welfare Park 
25/26 

Welfare £         735.80 £        0.00 £         735.80 

85 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Trade Waste 
Contract 
Cemetery 
25/26 

Cemetery £      1,335.36 £        0.00 £      1,335.36 

86 BACS Spaldings Ltd Knapsack 
Sprayer and 
Nozzle  

Welfare/Cem £         191.00 £      38.20 £         229.20 

87 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Service and 
MOT Van 

Welf/Cem £         363.43 £      61.09 £         424.52 

88 BACS DaS Roofing New Flashings 
to Cricket Club 

Welfare £         208.33 £      41.67 £          250.00 

89 BACS JRB 
Enterprises Ltd 

100,000 dog 
poop bags 

Open Spaces £       1,241.00 £    248.20 £      1,489.20 

90 BACS CS North East 
Ltd 

Machine 
Servicing/ 
Parts 

Welf/Cem £         866.63 £    173.33 £      1,039.96 

91 BACS North East 
Automation 

Bollard 
Replacement 

Welfare £       5,680.00 £1,136.00 £      6,816.00 

92 BACS Normans of 
Billingham Ltd 

Office 
Supplies 

Admin £          58.46 £      11.69 £            70.15 

93 BACS Horns Garden 
Centre 

Compost Welfare £           20.00 £       4.00 £           24.00 

94 BACS DaS Roofing Guttering 
Repairs 
Cricket Club 

Welfare £          183.33 £       36.67 £           220.00 

95 BACS Hydrochem 
Group 

Safe Water 
Checks May 
2025 

Welf/Cem £         106.66 £      21.33 £         127.99 

96 BACS Cutting Edge 
Ltd 

Year End Pitch 
Renovations 

Welfare £       8,092.00 £1,220.00 £       9,312.00 

97 BACS ECPC 
Employees 

Wages 12 
June 2025 

Admin £   13,.668.18 £         0.00 £    13,668.18 

98 BACS Prudential AVC 
Contribution 

Admin £            25.64 £        0.00 £           25.64 

99 BACS JACS 
Accountancy 
Ltd 

Payroll 
Services 

Admin £          100.00 £       20.00 £          120.00 

100 BACS DCC Pension 
Fund 

Pension Fund 
Contributions 

Admin £       3,648.90 £        0.00 £      3,648.90 

101 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £       4,481.75 £        0.00 £      4,481.75 

102 Direct 
Debit 

Corona Energy Electric Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £           49.33 £        2.47 £           51.80 

103 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Gas Parish 
Hall 

Parish Hall £           78.24 £       3.91 £           82.15 

104 Direct 
Debit 

Everflow Water Water 
Consumption 
Jul-Aug 

Cem/Welf/ 
Allots 

£       1,335.56 £       0.00 £       1,335.56 



 

105 Card Screwfix Graffiti 
Remover 

Welfare £           54.16 £       10.83 £           64.99 

106 Direct 
Debit 

ICO Data 
Protection 
Renewal Fee 

Admin £          47.00 £        0.00 £           47.00 

107 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Grass Cutting 
Contract 25/26 

Open Spaces £      2,203.99 £    440.80 £      2,644.79 

108 BACS Microshade Ltd Software 
Hosting Fees 
May and June 

Admin £            66.46 £      13.30 £           79.76 

109 BACS A1 Ecology Ltd Bat Survey No 
1 

Cemetery £          610.00 £    122.00 £         732.00 

110 BACS North East 
Automation 

Keypad 
Renewal 

Welfare £         650.00 £    130.00 £         780.00 

111 BACS Npower 
Business 
Solutions 

Street Lighting 
Invoice 

Open Spaces £         244.20 £      12.21 £         256.41 

112 BACS Aitkens 
Sportsturf Ltd 

Grass Seed Welfare £         119.00 £        2.00 £        121.00 

113 BACS Thomas Sherriff 
& Co Ltd 

Bolts and Pins 
for Tiner 

Welfare £             61.30 £       12.26 £           73.56 

114 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Trailer Tyre 
Replacement 
and repair 

Welfare £          160.00 £       32.00 £         192.00 

115 BACS GMB Union Union 
Subscriptions 
(Nov 24) 

Admin £            68.40 £        0.00 £           68.40 

116 BACS GMB Union Union 
Subscriptions 
(June 25) 

Admin £            82.12 £        0.00 £            82.12 

117 Card Peterlee 
Decorating 
Centre 

Paint – 
Football 
Ground 

Welfare £         222.50 £       44.50 £          267.00 

118 Card Tudor 
Environmental 

Weedkiller and 
Log Book 

Welf/Cem £         184.92 £      36.99 £         221.91 

119 Direct 
Debit 

OneCom Ltd Telephone/ 
Broadband 30 
June 2025 

Welf/Parish 
Hall 

£         146.57 £      29.31 £         175.88 

120 Card Agrovista Ltd Reguflow 
Sport with 
fittings 

Welfare £          137.95 £      27.59 £         165.54 

121 BACS Hydrochem 
Group 

Safewater 
Checks June 
2025 

Welf/Cem/ 
P.Hall 

£          106.66 £      21.33 £         127.99 

122 BACS A1 Ecology Ltd Bat Survey No 
2 

Cemetery £          610.00 £    122.00 £         732.00 

123 BACS Play Safety Ltd Annual Play 
Equipment 
Inspection & 
Report 

Open Spaces £          476.00 £       95.20 £        571.20 

124 BACS Durham County 
Council 

Summer 
Bedding Plans 
2025 

Open Spaces £        155.20 £       31.04 £         186.24 

125 BACS Thomas Sherriff 
& Co Ltd 

New 
Thermostat 
and Radiator 
John Deere 

Welfare £         825.00 £    165.00 £          90.00 

126 Card Southside 
Service Station 

Fuel 2 July 25 Welfare £            67.80 £       13.56 £           81.36 

127 BACS GNG Waste 
Management 
Ltd 

Skip Hire 
Order 8375 

Welfare £          290.00 £       58,00 £         348.00 



 

128 BACS North East 
Automation 

Traffic Light 
Replacement 
Bollard 

Welfare £       1,225.00 £    251.00 £       1,506.00 

129 Bank Cooperative 
Bank 

Sweep Fee Admin £            30.00 £         0.00 £            30.00 

130 Direct 
Debit 

Yu Energy Electric 
Cemetery 
Lodge 

Cemetery £           50.03 £        2.50 £           52.53 

131 Direct 
Debit 

Yu Energy Electric 
Welfare 
Bungalow 

Welfare £          164.49 £        8.22 £         171.71 

132 Direct 
Debit 

Smartest 
Energy 

Electric 
Welfare 
Changing 
Rooms 

Welfare £      1,404.76 £      70.24 £      1,475.00 

133 Direct 
Debit 

EE Ltd Sim Card 
Charges 
Bollard 10 July 
2025 

Welfare £           15.74 £         3.15 £            18.89 

134 BACS ECPC 
Employees 

Wages 11 July 
2025 

Admin £    13,402.34 £         0.00 £    13,402.34 

135 BACS Prudential AVC 
Contribution 

Admin £           25.64 £        0.00 £           25.64 

136 BACS GMB Union Union 
Subscriptions 

Admin £           82.12 £         0.00 £           82.12 

137 BACS JACS 
Accountancy 
Ltd 

Payroll 
Services 

Admin £         100.00 £       20.00 £         120.00 

138 BACS DCC Pension 
Fund 

Pension Fund 
Contributions 

Admin £      3,662.38 £        0.00 £      3,662.38 

139 BACS HMRC Tax & NI Admin £      4,803.88 £        0.00 £       4,803.88 

140 Card Toolstation, 
Peterlee 

Masonary 
Paint and 
brush 

Welf/Cem £           45.30 £        9.07 £           54.37 

141 Direct 
Debit 

Corona Energy Electricity 
Parish Hall 
June 25 

Parish Hall £            47.63 £         2.38 £           50.01 

142 Card Maxwells, 
Peterlee 

Engine Oil/Key 
Box 

Welf/Cem £             9.17 £        1.83 £            11.00 

143 BACS Hydrochem 
Group 

Safe Water 
Checks July 
2025 

Welf/Cem/ 
P.Hall 

£           106.66 £       21.33 £         127.99 

144 BACS Kingisher Direct Bin Liners 
Galvanised 

Welf/Cem £          206.25 £      41.25 £          247.50 

145 BACS Thomas Sherriff 
& Co Ltd 

Call out and 
Repair to John 
Deere (Fuel 
Filter) 

Welfare £         203.19 £      40.64 £         243.83 

    Jun-25 £  103,928.77 £5,363.97 £  109,399.10 

(b) Request for Financial and Other Assistance 

Members were advised that three requests for assistance had been received as 
follows: 

(i) Easington Colliery Primary School – Halloween Party 

Councillor Clarkson delcared an interest in this item as a School Governor 
although not a Member of the Friends Group who had submitted the 
application. 



 

Members dilberated a request for funding support towards a school Halloween 
Party.  The school had been unable to facilitate a Halloween Party since before 
COVID due to limited funds/resources. 

Members considered the request and agreed to support the event to the value 
of £100.00. 

RESOLVED that this be noted. 

(ii) Request for assistance – Focus Easington (Charity) Ltd 

Councillors A. Surtees and C. Smith declared an interest in this item and 
withdrew from the meeting during debate. 

Members were advised that the Charity wished to request use of the old 
bowling green during the kids summer holidays to offer children’s activities.  
Details of the activities were provided for Members information. 

Members RESOLVED to support the request on the understanding that on 
each occasion that an event was to take place details of this would be provided 
to the Parish Council in advance so that consent could be granted. 

The final decision was to be dealt with under delegated powers to the Chair 
and Vice-Chair in consultation with the Operations Manager. 

(iii) Friends of Durham Miners Gala 

Members were asked to give a further donation to cover the cost for this years 
Gala.  Members having deliberated the request RESOLVED to remain with the 
existing arrangements whereby a single donation is made each year. 

(c) Bank Reconciliations 

Members were provided with the bank reconciliations for the periods April, May and 
June.  The June 2025 statement identified that the balance as per the cash book was 
£688,694.57, 

RESOLVED that the three bank reconcillation statements be noted. 

(d) Investment Strategy - Update 

Members were advised that the Clerk proposed to bring a detailed report to the 
September meeting to enable Members to make a decision on investing its balances. 

RESOLVED that the information be noted. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

Members were advised that no further correspondence had been received since publication of 
the agenda. 

RESOLVED that this be noted. 

10. COMPLAINTS/REPORTS/OTHER MATTERS 
 

(a)  Parish Council Members 
 

(i) Seaside Lane Shop Fronts 
 

A Member expressed concern at the deteriorating condition of the front street, 
and particularly the dilapidated shop fronts. 
 
 



 

RESOLVED that the concerns be noted albeit it was acknowledged there was 
little the Council could do to effect change other than to continue to support the 
high street wherever necessary. 
 

(ii) Indiscriminate Parking – Whickham Street 
 
A Member advised that residents were finding it difficult to egress from their 
properties due to the way vehicles were either using or parking in the rear alley 
at Whicham Street.  Members commented that this was an area outside of the 
council’s control, however, requested assistance from the Durham County 
Council Councillors in the hope that they could initiate some kind of 
investigation. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(iii) Parish Council Website 

 
A Member enquired who administered the Facebook page for the Parish 
Council.  The Clerk advised that this was not being administered by the Parish 
Council and therefore the only social media being operated was the Council’s 
website. 
 
The Member enquired as to when further details would be provided on the 
website.  The Clerk commented that the website development was in its infancy 
and currently only had the necessary detail on to satisfy the external audit and 
basic information, but this would grow organically in the future. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(iv) Pitmen’s Picnic 

 
A Member enquired as to whether this year’s picnic would be held.  Although 
not ran by the Parish Council, representatives advised it was unlikely that the 
picnic would be run this year, but efforts would be initiated to try and resurrect 
it in future years. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(v) Mining Statue 

 
A Member enquired as to why the Colliery did not have a mining statue.  
Members reported that previous attempts to secure statues in the Colliery 
(Dennis Donnini, Billy Elliot) had not been successful, however, there was no 
reason why further efforts could not be made to secure a mining memorial. 
 
It was agreed this would be best facilitated through the Regeneration 
Partnership. 
 
RESOLVED that the Member raise this with representatives of the 
Regeneration Partnership. 

 
(vi) Memorial Avenue 

 
A Member commented on the unsightly appearance of Memorial Avenue due 
to the heavy tree canopies preventing flowers from growing beneath. 
 
RESOLVED that the Operations Manager consider planting that grows in 
shaded conditions in an attempt to improve the amenity of this area. 

 
(vii) Park Run 

 
A Member commented on the huge success that had been brought about by 
the introduction of a Park Run in the Colliery. 
 



 

The sentiments were echoed by all present. 
 
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

 
(viii) Gullies outside of the Welfare Hall 

 
A Member expressed concern that following recent heavy rainfall gullies were 
again not performing as they should and a request was made to the County 
Councillors to determine whether the road sweeper could operate on a rota 
system to include this area. 
 
RESOLVED that this be raised with Durham County Council via the local 
County Councillors. 
 

(ix) Seaside Lane – Weeds 
 
A Member expressed concern that there was a proliferation of weeds growing 
both to the front and rear of the main shopping area of Seaside Lane. 
 
RESOLVED that as this was a highway matter it be referred to Durham County 
Council via the County Councillors. 
 

(x) Londis Store – Seaside Lane 
 
A Member advised that with the opening of a new Londis Store there was a risk 
of additional litter being deposited on the street.  As such a request was made 
to the County Councillors present for a litter bin to be installed in the locality of 
the store. 
 
RESOLVED that this be referred to Durham County Council via the County 
Councillors. 

 
(xi) Speeding Vehicles – Seaside Lane adjacent to Spud Hut 

 
Members deliberated the ongoing situation of double yellow lines; cars parking 
opposite on the brow of a hill and the potential dangers this posed to both traffic 
and pedestrians.  It was explained this was a longstanding matter and 
representations would continue to be made to the  
County Council.  The County Councillors present were asked if they could 
become involved in an attempt to find a satisfactory solution to the problems 
being encountered. 
 
RESOLVED that the County Councillors attempt to intervene and find a 
suitable solution. 

(b) Clerk 
 

(i) Over 40s Football Team 
 
The Over 40s Football Team, after many years playing at the Welfare Park, 
had decided, due to diminishing numbers, to withdraw from the league. They 
were therefore relinquishing their pitch allocation at the Welfare Park. 
 
Members deliberated the situation and RESOLVED that for this year the pitch 
be left vacant. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that existing teams be reallocated pitch use. 

 
(ii) Northern League Pitch Report 

 
A consequence of the Stadium Accreditation Report was for the pitch to be 
reduced slightly to provide for adequate distance between barrier and playing 
area.  Rather than the ground staff being required to dig up and re-position goal 
foundations a request was made for the Council to acquire portable goals.  This 
would also help with maintenance and prevent unauthorised use of the pitch 



 

out of hours by youths climbing into the football ground (as the goals would 
move and be chained up). 
The Clerk also advised that a quotation had been obtained to provide a 24ft by 
8ft self-weighted wheel goal set compliant with all the regulations.  This had 
been obtained from MH Goals Limited who provided the northern area with 
compliant goals.  The cost to acquire was £2,420.00 plus VAT.  
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to acquire to ensure the Accreditation 
would be received and keep the Parish Council/Football Club’s funding bid live 
once submitted.  
. 

11. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of 

business on the grounds personal and/or confidential information would be disclosed.   
 
12. STAFFING MATTERS 
 

(a) Sickness 
 

A report was provided for Members consideration which covered sickness absence 
levels over the previous two months. 
  
RESOLVED that the information given be noted. 
 

 
           CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD 

 
                                               CHAIRMAN ………………………………… 
 

Date ………………………………………. 


